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Despite their essential contributions to livelihoods, food security, and climate resilience, 

women’s roles in African small-scale fisheries are often marginalized in policy, research, and 

development initiatives. This marginalization limits progress toward sustainable fisheries 

management and equitable resource access. Women’s fisheries organizations, such as the 

African Women Fish Processors and Traders Network (AWFishNet), address these challenges 

by amplifying women’s voices, fostering collective action, and advocating for inclusive 

governance in small-scale fisheries.  

We examine AWFishNet as a case study, highlighting its role in strengthening women’s 

influence and participation in fisheries governance across Africa. AWFishNet members have 

developed technical and leadership skills, expanded access to local and regional markets, 

engaged in national and regional policy dialogues, and established cross-border networks. 

These efforts have reduced power imbalances by improving women’s access to finance and 

strengthening their roles in decision-making processes, such as community-based fisheries 

resources management.  

Through showcasing AWFishNet’s achievements, our case study demonstrates the 

transformative potential of women’s fisheries networks to foster gender-equitable and 

climate-resilient small-scale fisheries. It offers practical strategies for policymakers, 

practitioners, and funders, including integrating women’s networks into national fisheries 

policies and funding gender-responsive adaptation programs.  

These approaches can enhance sustainable fisheries management and support equitable 

climate adaptation across Africa. 
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